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Dear Coach:

Enclosed you will find information on the twenty-seventh annual Auburn Valley Invitational Forensic Tournament.  Our meet has made some major changes, so please read the invitation carefully.  We offer Tournament of Champions bids in both Policy and Lincoln-Douglas debate, and lots of competition against teams from the Northwest and beyond.  Please come and join us if you can!
REGISTRATION
Tournament registration this year will be through forensicstournament.net. Registrations should be entered no later than Tuesday, Dec. 1st.  Tournament entries and fees will be set at that time.  Drops after that time will not be deducted from the entry fee.  Receipt of your registration by this date does not guarantee that space in the tournament will still be available.  Please register early.
Payment of fees may be made in advance or else during the on-site registration period (see schedule).  Payment options are (1) a school check, (2) a copy of your school or district P.O., or (3) a personal check. We cannot register your squad without one of these, in hand, prior to the start of competition.  Make checks or PO’s payable to “Auburn High School”.
WASHINGTON STATE’S SUPERVISION REQUIREMENT

The Washington Interscholastic Activities Assn. (WIAA) requires, and we must enforce, the presence at all times of a certificated staff member, from the same school or school district, supervising your participants.  Failure to comply with this requirement will result in school forfeiture and dismissal from the tournament.

LIMITATIONS

Six (6) debate slots per squad.  You may split these between divisions and between CX, LD, and PF in any manner so long as the total does not exceed six.

You may enter more participants, but must register them as a second squad.  Schools that enter more than one squad will not be protected from hitting. 
DIVISIONS

This year we will again be offering only two divisions – novice and open.  This format protects our first-year students, while giving all others an excellent opportunity to compete against worthy opponents.  We are using the W.S.F.A. explanation for each of these levels, as noted below. 

NOVICE:  Open to those freshman, sophomore, and junior students who have had no previous experience in debate prior to the current competitive year; or have six or less rounds of competition at invitational, league, or district competition prior to the current competitive year and have not placed fourth or better at TWO invitational tournaments with fifteen or more schools attending.

OPEN:  Open to all students regardless of experience or awards won in debate.

JUDGES
Each debate judge covers up to two (2) debate teams (CX, LD, or PF).  A third team requires a second judge, and so on.
The tournament will endeavor to hire a judge for you if you notify us of your need in time.  If we’re successful you’ll be charged $90 per debate judge.  We’ll notify you by Mon. Nov. 30th if we could not locate someone, so you can drop the extra entries.  Requests for hired judges should be emailed to the Tournament Director no later than Wednesday, Nov. 25th.
Please do not show up at the tournament without the required number of judges, as it will force us to drop your competitors from competition, beginning with your highest division teams.  Also, judge no-shows which are not the result of late-running rounds will result in forfeitures, starting with your highest division teams.  Please remind your judges to skip the oral critique (which is not permitted at Auburn, at any rate) and get back to the ballot table to help us get the next round started.

Please note any judging limitations, in terms of divisions, events, or timeframes, on the registration form.  You must have enough judges to cover your entries (e.g. each one or two Open Div. LD or CX teams requires a qualified judge for the same respective events and levels each time they are to compete.)

DEBATE

Cross Examination (Policy) debate will use the national topic with the W.S.F.A. topic limitations for Novice competition.  The Lincoln/Douglas topic will be the Nov./Dec. NFL topic.  Public Forum will use the December topic (announced Nov. 1st at www.nflonline.org and published in the November Rostrum.)
Times for CX are 8-3-5, with 5 minutes downtime per team. 

Times for LD are 6-3-7-3-4-6-3, with 3 minutes downtime per side.

Times for PF are 4-4-2-4-4-2-2-2-3-1-1,  with 3 minutes downtime per team.

Due to the tight schedule, no oral critiques are allowed at this tournament.  Judges should not divulge results.  Judges must complete and return their ballots as rapidly as possible to keep the tournament running on time.  Brief comments and suggestions should be placed on the ballot.

2008 - 2009 N.F.H.S. National Cross-Ex Debate Topic

Resolved:  The United States federal government should substantially increase social services for persons living in poverty in the United States.
Novice CX debate will be limited to the following subtopics identified by the W.S.F.A.  A subtopic’s inclusion on this list in no way certifies it as topical, workable, advantageous, etc.  These issues are left to the debaters to analyze and explain.  The judge’s decision is final.
1. Welfare Reform (end restrictions on TANF)
2. Immigration (allow Medicaid for immigrants)
3. Legal Services (increase funding or what LSC can do)
4. Broadband Internet (increase government program)
5. Education (Head Start)
6. States counterplan; kritiks confined to policy realm, no advocating non-fiat or performance advocacy.
November-December, 2009  N.F.L. National Lincoln-Douglas Debate Topic

Resolved:  Public health concerns justify compulsory immunization.
December, 2009 National Public Forum Debate Topic

Resolved: That merit pay based on student achievement should be a significant component of K-12 teacher compensation in United States public schools.
HOSPITALITY

In addition to our well-stocked concession stand for your competitors, we are pleased to offer Café Auburn as a Coaches’ Lounge, including a no-host espresso bar and two catered meals on Saturday.  Each squad will receive two (2) complimentary tickets each for lunch and dinner.  Additional meal tickets may be purchased at the registration table:  $5.00 for lunch and $7.50 for dinner (adults only, please).
ENTRY FEES

Squad Fee - $35
CX or PF Team - $24
LD Entry - $16
AWARDS
All quarterfinalists and above in Open division, semifinalists and above in Novice division, and top five speakers in each division will receive trophies. Burton Cup (traveling) and permanent plaque awarded to top school/squad.
T.O.C.  BIDS

We are pleased to announce that we have been granted both CX and LD bids to the 2010 Tournament of Champions hosted by the University of Kentucky.  Bids are at Semifinals in LD and at Finals in CX, for Open division teams.  Accordingly, we will observe a closed Tab Room.

DIRECTIONS

From South:
I-5 to Highway 18.  East on Highway 18 to Auburn Way Exit.  North (right) on Auburn Way to Main Street.  East (right) on Main to high school and Performing Arts Center parking, a couple of blocks down on your left.

From North:  
Same route as above (I-5 to Highway 18 to Auburn Way)       OR

Highway 167 from Renton, South to 15th Street NW Exit.  East (left) on 15th St. NW to Auburn Way North.  South (right) on Auburn Way to Main Street.  East (left) on Main St. to high school and Performing Arts Center parking, a couple of blocks down on your left.

AUBURN AREA HOTEL LIST
Please feel free to contact us if you need more recommendations. 
Best Western Peppertree     
124 units, 24 hr. swimming pool, hot tub, & fitness room, hi-speed Internet, complimentary breakfast bar, 5 min. from the school. $79.95 single king bed; $89.95 double queen beds; mention “Auburn Debate”                                                                           ++++                                                          253-887-7600

Auburn Guesthouse Inn
96 units, hi-speed Internet, complimentary breakfast bar, 5 min. from the school, jacuzzi, spacious rms., $69/one bed, $79/two beds

+++                                                            253-735-9600
Comfort Inn
53units, WiFi,, indoor pool, jacuzzi, in-room microwaves, refrigerators, coffee makers, complimentary breakfast, $69/room, 5 min. from school
        

 +++                                                            253-333-8888

Auburn Travelodge
95 units, free WiFi, refrigerators, 5 min. from school, complimentary breakfast, $65/single queen, $75/double queen, $95/suite





         +++                                                            253-833-7171

++++
Outstanding


+++
Good


++
Average

AUBURN VALLEY INVITATIONAL

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

Friday, December 4, 2009
Registration and Orientation
  3:00  -   4:00 pm           (Coaches & Judges in Library)
CX & LD Rd. 1
  4:15  -   6:00 pm
    (LD double-flighted)
OLD Rd. 2
  6:15  -   7:00 pm
    (single-flighted)
CX & NLD Rd. 2
  6:15  -   8:00 pm

OLD Rd. 3
  7:30  -   8:15 pm
    (single-flighted)
CX & NLD Rd. 3
  8:30  - 10:00 pm

OLD Rd. 4
  8:45  -   9:30 pm
    (single-flighted)
Saturday, December 5, 2009
OCX 4, OLD 5, PF 1
  8:00  -   9:30 am


NCX & NLD Rd. 4, PF 2
  9:45  - 11:30 am

OCX 5, OLD 6, PF 3
11:45  -   1:30 pm
(H/L within brackets)
NCX & NLD Rd. 5, OCX 6, PF 4
  2:00  -   3:45 pm
(H/L within brackets)
OLD Octafinals
  2:00  -   3:30 pm
(seeded, no squad constraints)
Open Debate Quarterfinals, PF 5
  4:00  -   5:45 pm
(seeded, no squad constraints)
Novice Debate & PF 6  
  6:00  -   7:45 pm
(hidden semis)
  Open Debate Semis

Debate Finals
  8:00  -   9:45 pm
(begin asap)
Awards
  9:15 pm
(Performing Arts Center)
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